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PORSCHE 53

early stuttgart-built porsches

Catalogue Raisonné

In development since the summer of 1950, the 1500 
(a 1488cc four) ultimately became available in October 
1951, although the smaller Type 369 1100 unit continued 
to be listed, being built until the end of 1954. The first 
1500s employed the shortlived Type 502 lump, initially 
produced mainly for race applications; indeed, only 60 
or so were made before the mainstream Type 527 was 
introduced in the spring of 1952.

This engine needed a Hirth roller-bearing 
crankshaft, as the clearance between the crankshaft 
and camshaft wasn’t enough to just increase the 
stroke. The built-up crank, developed by Albert Hirth 
AG, allowed the use of a one-piece connecting rod 
that incorporated a roller-bearing at the big-end. 
Because of this, it didn’t have big-end bolts, and thus 
gave just enough space to enable Porsche engineers 
to increase the stroke by another 10mm (0.39in) to 
give a capacity of 1488cc.

A 1951 coupé fitted with a sunroof, which is something of a rarity; the steel version would not be available until 

1954, with power operation coming much later. The rubber inserts on the bumper would point to this being a late 

1951 model.

Exterior and interior shots of a 1951 cabriolet with some 

interesting auxiliary lighting and a Blaupunkt radio. The main 

dials are a speedometer, in front of the driver, with a clock to its 

right; a smaller oil temperature gauge was provided to the left 

of the speedo.
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early stuttgart-built porsches

Catalogue Raisonné

Huschke von Hanstein (born in 1911 and pictured here at 

Goodwood with Stirling Moss in 1955) had won the 1940 Mille 

Miglia for BMW and, having taken on the Public Relations side of 

Porsche in 1951, also became Racing Manager in 1953. Wilhelm 

Hild was the man directly responsible for preparing the works 

machines.

At Le Mans, two of the new 550 models with 
enclosed cockpits were entered by the factory: one 
driven by Richard von Frankenberg and Paul Frère 
(15th and first in Class), and the other by Hans 
Herrmann and Helm Glöckler (16th). The works 356SL 
was again placed in the hands of Veuillet (although 
Müller was his partner on this occasion), but retired 
just six hours from the end. A 1.5-litre 356, privately-
entered and driven by Gonzague Olivier, was forced 
to pull out because of engine trouble at around the 
same time.

In the French Alpine Rally, a number of Porsche 
drivers came away with the coveted Coupe des Alpes: 
Sauerwein, Zeller, Von Hoesch, Bulto-Marques, De 
Carlat and Polensky. Helmut Polensky was awarded 
the first European Rally Championship at the end of 
1953, although he had also driven a Fiat and Lancia 
during the season.

The Carrera Panamericana of 1953 was again held 
in November and the under-1600cc Sport category 
was this time totally dominated by the Porsche 
marque. Karl Kling, who had won the event in 1952 for 
Mercedes-Benz, had been arrested and taken to Ellis 

A poster produced by Erich Strenger following Porsche’s success in the 1953 Mille Miglia.
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the 356b

Catalogue Raisonné

Some of the sports-orientated adverts 

created to promote the T-6 series 356B. 

For interest, they are shown here in various 

languages.

The T-6 coupé. Note the squarer lines of the 

front hood, allowing more luggage space. 
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The rare Karmann Hardtop model of 1962 vintage. Karmann’s involvement with the 356 did not end here, though, as the company 

built a large number of T-6 coupé bodies to free up space at Reutter – with the launch of a new model about to take place, the extra 

production facilities were welcomed by all parties.

   

Standard coachwork
 738 (6204) Ivory

 702 (6202) Ruby Red

 741 (6201) Slate Grey

 739 (6207) Heron Grey

 608 (6206) Silver Metallic

 747 (6205) Champagne Yellow

 745 (6203) Oslo Blue

Special coachwork
 701 (6213) Black

 601 (6011) Signal Red

 744 (6210) Smyrna Green

 746 (6212) Bali Blue

Plus a paint to order option.

Cabriolet hood
 Black

 Grey-Beige

The tonneau cover (hood bag) was 

generally supplied in the same 

colour as the convertible top.

Trim and materials

        Red, Mouse 

Grey, Pearl Grey, Light Brown, 

Brown or Green cloth. 

        Black, Red, Grey, 

Light Brown, Brown, Green or Blue vinyl.

       Black, 

Red, Grey, Light Brown, Brown, 

Green or Blue leather. 

       Carpets 

came in Black, Red, Grey, Beige, 

Brown, Green or Blue.

Note: The paint numbers are still shown 

as Reutter codes, but with 1962 Porsche 

codes included in brackets for reference.

COLOURS 1962 & 1963

The 50,000th German-built Porsche, leaving 

the line on 3 April 1962.




