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Fendt 615LSA on flotation tyres. Ford 8730 on flotation tyres.

Tractor range

Annual model tractor releases between 1998 and 2008.

numbers of historic and entry-level models 
have also been issued. Except for eight 1:64th 
and six 1:16th models, all have been produced 
in 1:32nd scale.

The ten years since 
transferring production 

to China have seen over 
200 different model tractors 
produced, nearly as many as in 
the previous 50 years. In 1998 
there were 37 model tractors 
available and this number has 
steadily increased to nearly 80 
in 2008. 1:32nd models issued 
in North America account for 
about half the 2008 releases.

The models cover 
tractors produced by 25 
different Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs). These 
include OEMs Britains had 
previously produced and 
new brands, such as Case IH and John Deere, 
which Ertl had produced. Modern tractors 
currently used on farms, as in the past, 
dominate the models, although increasing 
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Metal two-point linkage with pick-up hitch and 
Ertl-style drawbar. 

Red plastic two-point linkage with pick-up hitch and 
Ertl-style drawbar. Big Farm-style drawbar.

Ertl-style drawbar. European-style drawbar.

Between 1998 and 2006 two other 
two-point linkage designs were used, both 
originally developed by Ertl in the early 1990s. 
The metal linkage on the John Deere 6120 
and 6140 had the lever positioned on the 
left-hand side. It had both a pick-up hitch 
and Ertl-style drawbar and had been used 
on several tractors in Ertl’s range during 
the 1990s. The other linkage, fitted only 
to the David Brown 990, was plastic with 
a right-hand positioned lever working on 
linkage.

For the Big Farm 1:16th models released 
in 2008, a small frame carried a pick-up hitch, 
Ertl-style drawbar and links. The frame fitted 
into a slide on the tractor rear, allowing the 
hitch height to be adjusted. The hitch was also 
compatible with the Bruder range.



61Packaging and coding

Various coding was used for the 1:32nd 
models. In Europe in 1998 or 1999, the 9400 
and 9500 series numbers, introduced in 1962, 
were given the prefix zero, becoming 09400 
and 09500 series. Although the numbers were 
used in the catalogue, much of the packaging 
kept the original four-digit coding. It was still 
used in 2008, but on older models only.

Little Farmer box. Issue: 2002 to 2004.

2008 Waterloo Employee packaging.Special gold box produced for Agritechnica 2005.

Red extended window OEM box. Issue: 2007 on.

Extended window North American OEM  box. 
Issue: 2007 on.

Introduced in 2002, Britains marketed 
the Little Farmer range in a special box. Some 
boxes were fitted with clear plastic windows, 
while others were not.

All models produced before 1998 were 
presented in their box on a moulded plastic 
insert. This did not hold the model secure 
during shipping, and so an extra clear plastic 
cover was added when the Authentic Farm 
Model box was introduced. However, both 
inserts were dropped in 2002 and following 
models were secured on a cardboard insert 
with plastic-coated metal wire.

Alongside the packaging produced 
for the main model range, several boxes 
for specific events or organizations were 
produced. For example, the Vintage Farm 
series used special packaging based on the 
original 1930s Home Farm box, while the 
annual National Farm Toy Show models had 
a packaging comprising an outer plain box, 
internal illustrated box, plastic support for the 
model and Certificate of Authenticity.


