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Right: When surveyed in the winter of 1969/1970, Primes through the Andes 
were very high, on dirt surfaces, and often threatened with closure due to 
snow storms. Roger Clark was driving this Escort practice car, with Henry 

Liddon taking the picture.
Bottom right: Staged? Let’s hope so, for Roger Clark was at the wheel in this 

practice shot, which was taken in Argentina. By South American standards, 
that was a well-surfaced road.

Below: Although bridges such as this were quite safe, there was no 
protection in case the car slid to one side. It was important to reach the start 

of the crossing when well under control!

gasoline, and in all probability will be dispensed by means of 5 gallon 
(22.7L) cans and funnels ... the fuel in Ecuador will be a mixture of 50 per 
cent Premium gasoline and 50 per cent PN100/130 Avgas ...”

– which shows just how carefully the big sponsors were prepared to 
keep their precious charges going.

Telling the world
The Daily Mirror, no question, set out to ensure that the whole world knew 
about ‘its’ rally, and about the super-professional way that it intended to 
disseminate updates. Sprinzel’s master-stroke was to hire John Lewsey of 
the London Motor Club, who had evolved Britain’s best results service 
while the Gulf London Rally was at its height in the mid-1960s, and had 
also done so much to make the London-Sydney Marathon results service 




