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THE SECOND COMING

First sight of the A440-0 in the open, outside the plant, March 1973. (©R)

Six months later the new car, named the A440, rolled out
of the workshops in Dieppe. It was a Barquette conforming to
European Championship regulations.

The car was now a reality, and had developed from an idea
into the fnished article. There was still a lot of work to do, but all
the basics were there, and on 19 March 1973 it was taken for its
frst test on the Paul Ricard circuit, where it was driven by Jean-
Pierre Jabouille. Alain Serpaggi says he remembers that he was
there, too, and also drove the car briefy.

Jean-Pierre Jabouille: “When | went to Alpine in the late
1960s as a professional driver, | frst drove the old V8 A220. It
was OK, but | know Gérard didn’t like it. Neither did others:
Mauro Bianchi and Henri Grandsire both had big accidents in it.
The frst year | drove it at Le Mans with Jean Guichet we didn’t
fnish, nor did we fnish in 1969, and by then | was doing the F3
Championship with Patrick Depailler. | was already passionate
about technical things, suspension, etc. So of course | soon got
into trouble — a young driver trying to throw his weight around!
But we began to win races with the famous Alpine F3; that was
after sports car racing had been stopped in 1969. Of course,
they had run at Le Mans many times with the prototypes, but it
was the old generation. Then as Renault became more involved

Final adjustments: Jabouille waits, helmet in hand. (©R)

Jabouille feels his way. (OR)
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TURBO TIME

“RENAULT}

e’f’
=

_—_—I
ALPINE RENAULT

Jarier in the car as Larrousse waits. (Photo GL)

By now the more reliable Alfa Romeo team which had stuck  on 29 June. It was warm and dry to start with, but a huge

with the Championship rounds had wrapped up the points, but thunderstorm and torrential rain broke just before the off and

Renault had something to prove, and anyway, this was supposed  all the teams had to rethink plans, change tyres and reset aero

to be an interim season of development before a full Renault packages in the time allowed for the start delay. The race was

attempt at Le Mans. They must press on. Lella Lombardi and to have started at 1pm, but at 12.45pm the track was suddenly

Marie-Claude Beaumont were in the A441-3, this time car 34, fooded. Gérard Larrousse: “l remember the start of this race very

and they made it to tenth on the grid with 1min 47.19sec. well, because it was pouring with rain and there was so much
103 laps of the 3.673mile (5.911km) circuit lay ahead water on the road that | jumped out of the car (I was on pole) just
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