Postwar austerity

Behind the December 1952-registered North Thames Gas Atkinson, pictured near Euston, is one of the 250,000 Bedford War
Department vehicles that were built in Britain's ‘shadow’ factories. Many were transferred to the private sector after wartime
where they continued to give sterling service. (John Curwen collection/Hub Publishing)
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The Dennis Pax brochure of 1947 shows a vehicle delivering beer to a country pub. Here, a similar vehicle is seen outside the
Marquis of Westminster in London's Belgrave Road in early postwar days, with a delivery of Watney's Ale. The absence of traffic
suggests the delivery was made early morning. (John Curwen collection/Truc-Foto)




o . . keeping Britain on the move was essential. Maintaining
De , ,ve r' n 9 O n t' m e fuel supplies was crucial, and whether a one-man
business or a fleet operation, keeping vehicles running
At the beginning of the 1950s much work was day and night throughout the year called not only for
necessary to rebuild the fabric of British society, drivers, but also qualified motor engineers.
torn to shreds by the war. Not least was the need to get
industry, commerce and transport moving at full speed.

Unlike mainland Europe, where ambitious road
building programmes were under way, Britain’s road
system remained much the same as it was prewar. It was
not until the end of the decade, when the Preston bypass
opened, that motorway travel became a reality.

Getting Britain on the move meant transporting
building materials for factories and new towns.
Foodstuffs had to be carried from producer to retailer,
and raw materials were needed for manufacturing
purposes. Once the wheels of industry were turning,

Mechanical Horses were an intrinsic part of the local delivery
scene. This 1946-registered Scammell 3-ton vehicle is
pictured in London in the early 1950s delivering crates of

s - ; Watney's Pale Ale to a London public house. Note that the
HANCRESTER Ll . A tractor unit has the steering wheel centrally located in line
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with the single front wheel.
(John Curwen collection/Truc-Foto)

A frequent sight at docks and railway stations around the
country was the Scammell Scarab Beetle, depicted in this
publicity image. In use, this model was more practical than
the type it replaced, the position of the engine, at the rear of
the cab, allowing greater stability when manoeuvring in tight
spaces. (Author’s collection)
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