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No-one could have doubted that a new scooter 
was on its way in 1947 with Ital ian radio station RAI 
playing adverts to promote the ar r ival of the f i rst 
Lambretta scooter, a product not even bui lt then. 
To satisfy publ ic cur iosity a wooden prototype of 
the for thcoming Lambretta was exhibited in Milan.

The new scooter was eager ly awaited, and 
many dealers placed orders for it. In October 
1947, the f i rst examples of the 125 M (or Model 
A) began to rol l off the production l ine; init ial ly 
in insuff icient numbers to meet demand. At the 
beginning of 1948 production was just 50 scooters 
a day, although by the summer of that year 
Innocenti, real is ing that too many Model As had 
been manufactured, began exporting them to 
Argentina and the USA, where they were eager ly 
snapped up by Ital ian expatr iates who wanted a 
piece of the homeland.

In October 1948, Innocenti engineers began 
to design a successor to their f i rst scooter, 
and also made minor design changes to the 
Model A. In December that year, Innocenti 
presented the Model B Lambretta, which had 
the benefit of many improvements – including 
rear suspension, larger wheels and a gear 
change sited on the handlebars as opposed 
to a foot gear change – compared to the 
inaugural machine. As with the Model A, the 
Model B received minor modif ications dur ing 
its production run.

By 1950, Innocenti 
was ready to launch 
another new model, 
and announced the 

due

2 Model A
to LC 125

Front cover and (opposite, 
top) inside pages of the 

125M brochure; the model 
was launched in 1947.
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The Lambretta Scooter Bible

The 12 volt system on the Mark 2 LDA was 
achieved by linking two six volt batteries 
side-by-side at the rear of the scooter. The 

only giveaway was a small ‘hump’ behind 
the rear seat.

LDA models had the distinctive LD AVV 
legshield badge.



f loor runners, and painted handlebar gear 
change and switch housings. The speedometer 
was an optional item, as was a rear seat. As with 
the ear ly TV and Li 150 machines, the ear ly Li 125 
retained the frame breather-style bodywork that 
was dropped on later models.

The Li 125’s engine had the same design 
as that of the Li 150, with a hor izontal barrel, 
four speed gearbox with shaft dr ive bevel gear 
ar rangement and chain dr ive. A smaller Del l’Orto 
MA 18BS5 carburettor was used; ai r was fed to it 
via a gr i l le at the rear of the seat, and then went 
through the frame tube and into the air box (this 
ar rangement was dropped on later Li 125s). The 
123cc engine had a bore/stroke of 52mm x 58mm, 

and produced 5.2bhp at 5200rpm. 
Top speed was a respectable 
43mph (69kph).

By the end of its 17 month 
production run, a total of 47,747 
Li 125s had been bui lt. As for 
paint schemes, the Li 125 was 
offered in Dawn grey with side 
panels painted Steel grey.

Production changes
Fi rst version (June 1958 to 
September 1958)
Oval ai r intakes at the base of 
the side panels (ear ly examples 
through to June 1958). F ixed, 
non-adjustable chain tensioner 
guides. Ai r f i lter with metal 
mesh and air intake beneath 
the rear saddle. Passenger 
grab handle on rear seat.

Second version (September 
1958 to December 1958)
Adjustable chain tensioner 
guides. Cyl indr ical 
supplementary f i lter with 
paper element. Passenger 
grab handle on front seat. 
Additional dust protection 
bel lows on rear brake cable.

Thi rd version (December 1958 
to end of production)
New air induction system 

with oval f i lter and air intake 
beneath the front seat. Shorter exhaust tai l pipe 
col lar. Rear brake pedal with small spray guard.

Final version (to March 1959)
Fuel cap with breather incorporated. Double-
threaded removable wheel hub studs. Front brake 
cable moved outside the fork (from July 1959 
onward).

What the tester said 
“Handling general ly was such that it inspired 
confidence, even on the many miles of ice-bound 
roads covered dur ing the test. Steer ing was of the 
hands-off var iety. The Lambretta held a chosen 
l ine on corners and, once one had become 
used to the smaller amount of effor t required for 

The cover of the Italian 1959 sales brochure 
for the Series 1 Li 125 and 150 scooters ... 




