Montlhéry

money had been offered. However, later in October, a more
ambitious race, over 120 laps, or 186.4 miles, was put on, confined
to cars up to 1% litres. A team of three of the ‘invincible’ Darracgs
—entered as Talbots — ran, driven by Segrave, Scales and Bourlier,
together with two La Perles, two Bugattis, two Austin Sevens, Parry
Thomas’s four-cylinder Thomas Special, a Buc and a Chiribin.
The Talbots had it all their own way, Scales eventually taking
the lead from Segrave to win at 100.3mph, with Segrave credited
with fastest lap at 109.6mph. The cars crossed the line almost
in formation, and, as each driver had led in turn, the result was
probably prearranged. Cushman’s Bugatti, fourth, was eleven
laps behind the Talbots.

A big-car race over ten laps or 15%2 miles was also held, which
Parry Thomas won in the Leyland at 111.2mph from Vizcaya’s
Bugatti, 900 yards behind, with Douglas Hawkes’ Ballot third, and
Racowsky’s Peugeot fourth. Eldridge then brought out the big Fiat

The opening meeting at Montlhéry: the start of the 1100cc
race, 5 October, 1924. (The Autocar)
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Touring Car Grand Prix of 1925: André Boillot’s winning
Peugeot. (The Autocar)

A Cottin-Desgouttes is followed by a Peugeot saloon during
the 1925 event. (The Autocar)
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The plaque
to Alexandre
Lamblin,
creator of the
Autodrome, on
the front of the
grandstand
opposite the
pits. (Denis
Jenkinson)
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The memorial to
Antonio Ascari,
killed in the 1925
French Grand Prix.
(Denis Jenkinson)
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