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Citroën was something of a showman, it has to 
be said, establishing beautiful showrooms in all 
of Europe’s high rent districts in the 1920s. He 
even had a stunt pilot write the Citroën name 
in smoke above the 1922 Paris Salon site, and 
then had it put in lights on the Eiffel Tower from 
1925 to 1934.

The Citroën stand at the 1927 Paris Salon.

merchant from Holland who moved to Paris in the early 1870s. 
André was the youngest of three brothers, born on 5 February 
1878. He studied hard and won many academic prizes in the 
early part of his life (he went to the same school as Louis Renault, 
incidentally), and in 1900, established a gear cutting factory in 

Paris to produce a new type of gear he had seen 
in Poland. After a few years of market research 
and product development, the company at last 
became profitable, supplying gears to many different 
industries.

Citroën bought bigger premises in 1911, not 
far from the Mors factory; in fact, just south of the Eiffel Tower, 
and it was here that he really made a name for himself. His first 
dealings with the motor industry dated from around 1905, when 
he secured a contract to build 500 engines for Sizaire-Naudin, 
but it was his association with Mors that brought him much closer 
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Overview of the 
car’s various 

hydraulic circuits. 

Cutaway drawing of the SM by Theo 
Page, showing the location and 
shape of most of the vehicle’s major 
components. 




